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A full ACCOUNT of the Late 


Dreadful Earthquake 


At PORT ROY ALin JAMAI CA; Writtenintwo Letters from 


the Minifter of that Place. 


From a Board the Granada ix Port Royal Harbour, June 22, 1692. 
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ear Friend, 

a Doubt not. but you will both from Gazetts, 
and Letters hear of the great Calamity that 

~ hath befallen this Ifland by a Terrible Earth- 

quake, on the 7thInftant, which hath thrown 

down almoft all the Houfes, Churches, Su- 







gar-W orks, Mills, and Bridges through the whole 
~ Country. 


Tr tore the Rocks and Mountains, and 
deftroyed fome whole Plantations, and threw them 
into the Sea, but Port-Royall had much the greateft 
fhare inthis terrible Judgment of God ; I will 
therefore be more particular in giving you an Ac- 
count of its Proceedings in that Place, that you 
may know what my danger was, and how unex- 
ected my Preiervation. On Wednefday the 7th of 
“Funel had been at Church Reading Prayers, which 
[did every day fince I was Rector of Port-Royal, 


to keep up-fome fhew of Religion among a moft 


Ungodly Debauched Peaple; and was gone to a 
Place hard by the Church, _ where the Merchants 
tifed to meet, and where the Prefident of the Coun- 
cil was, who acts now in Chief "till we have a new 
Governour ; who came into my Company, and) 
engaged me totakea Glafs of wormwood Wine with 
him asa whetbefore Dinner, he being my very great 
Friend, Tftaid with him, upon which, he lighted 
a Pipe of "Fobacco, which he was pretty long a 
taking ; and not being willing to leave him betore 


it was out,’ this detained me from going to Dinner 
to one, Captain’ Ruden’s, where | was to Dine ; 


whofé Houfe upon the firft Concuffion funk firft 
into the Earth, and then into the Sea, with his 
Wife, and Family, and fome that were come to 
Dine with him; had I beenthere I had been loft. 
But ‘to Return to the Prefident, and his Pipe of 
Tobacco; before that was out, I found the ground 
towling ‘and moving under my feet, upon which I 
{aid to him, Lord, Sir, what's this? he replyed 
very compofedly, being a very Grave Man, It # 
an Earthquake, be not afraid, 1 will foon be over, 
but it increafed, and We heard the Church. and 
Tower fall, ‘upon which, we ram to fave our felves ; 
I quickly Jot him, and made toward. Morgan’s- 
Fort, which being a wide open place, I thought 


to be there fecurett from: the falling Houfes; But 


as | made toward it, Ifaw the Kiarth open and 


 fwallow up a multitude. of People, and the Sea 


mounting in upon us over the Fortifications. 1 then 
laid alide all thoughts- of efcaping, and refolv’'d to 
maketoward my own Lodging, and there to meet 


Death in as good a Pofture as Fcould: From the 


It 





Place where I was, I was forced to. crofs’ and run 
through two or three very narrow Streets, the 
Houfes and Walls fell on each fide of me, fome 
Bricks came rowling over my fhooes, bur none hurt 
me; when I came to my Lodging I found’ there 
all things in the fame order I lett them, nota Pi- 
éture, of which there were feveral fair ones in my 
Chamber, being out of its place, I went to my 
Balconey to. view the Street in which our Houfe 
ftood, and faw never 2 Houfe down’ there, nor the 
ground fo much as crack’d; the People’ feeing nie 
there, cry’d out to me to come and Praywith them 5 
when I came into the Street’évery one’ iid hold’ on. 
my Cloaths and embraced: me, that:'with their fear 
and kindne(s I-was-almoft- {tiled 5 I sperfwaded them: 
at laft'to kneel down and make a large Ring, which 
they did; I prayed: with thent near an-hour, when 
Twas almoft {pent with-the heat of the Sun, “and: 
the exercife, they then brought mic.a. Chair, the’ 
Earth working all the while -~witl> new motions, and’ 
tremblings, like the rowlings of the'Sea ; infomuct- 
that fometinies when was aePrayerl could‘hardly 
keep my felf upon my knees By that time [had 
been half an hour longer-with them, in: fetting ‘be- 
fore them:their Sins and heinous’ Provocations, and 
in ferioufly exhorting them “to- Repentance,” there 
came fome Merchants to me-of the Place; who'de« 
fired me to. go aboard’ fome’ Ship in the Harbour, 
and refrefh: my felf, telling: me that they had gotten 


a Boat to’ carry me of; fo coming to. the Sea, 


which had ' entirely {wallowed up the Wharf, with 


all thofe goodly Brick Houfes upon it, moft of them 
as fine as thofe in Cheap/ide, and two Intire Streets 
beyond that : I upon the tops of fome Houfes which 
lay levelled with: the furface:of the water, got: firlt 
into a Canoe, and then into a Long-Boat,° which 
put me aboard a Ship called: the Siamm-Merchant, 
where I found the 'Prefident fafe, who wes over- 
joyed to fee me ; there I continued that night, | but 
could not fleep for the returns of the Earthquake: 
almoft every hour, which made: all: the Gunsin the 
Ship to jarr and rattle » The next day L-went from 
Ship to Ship-to. Vilit thofe that were bruifed, and 
a dying, and to Pray with them, ‘and likewifle: to 
do the laft Office at ‘the finking » of feveral Corps 
that came Hoating -from the Pomr, which indeed 
hath been my forrowful-Employment ever {ince I 
came aboard this Ship with deign to come for Ling- 


land, wehaying nothing butfhakings of the Earth, 
-and—'Ehunder. and—Lighining, and-toul aes = 
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ever fince; and the People being) fo defperately. 
wicked it makes me affaid toftay in the Place ; 
for that very day this terrible Earthquage was, 
as foon asnight cameon, a Company of lewd 
Rogues whom they call Privateers, fell to breaking 
open’ Warehoufes, and Houfes deferted, to Rob 
and Rifle their Neighbours whilft the Earth trem- 
bled under them, and fome of the Houfés fell on 
them in the A&t: And thofé audacious Whores that 
remain ftill upon the Place, areas Impudent, and 
Drunken as ever. Ihave been twice on Shoar to 
Pray with the Bruifed and Dying People, and to 
Chriften Children, where 1 met too maay Drunk 
and Swearing, I did not fpare them, nor the Ma- 
giftrates neither, who have fuftered Wickednels to 
grow to fo great a height; Ihave I blefs God, to 
the. beft of my. skill, and power difcharged my} 
Duty in this place, which, you will hear from miolt 
Perfons that come from, hence; I have, Preached fo 
feafonably to them, and {o plain in the laft Sermon I 
Preached to them in:the Church 5 I fet before them 
what.would be the iffue..of their, impenitencey and 
Wickednels, that they have fince confefled, that it 
was more, like a Prophelie,,than a Sermon. I had, 
I confe&, animpulle on me to. do it: And many 
times I have preached: in this Pulpit, things that I 
never premeditated, at home, and could not, me- 
thought,,do, otherwife,,, The, day whenall this befel 
us., was very: clear, afforded. not the fufpition of the 
leaft evil; -but-in the {pace| of three Minutes, about 
halfjan. \hour: after ‘Eleven in the Morning, Port 
Royal, thoifairelt "Town,of all the Engljh, Plantati- 
ons the, belt, Emporiwwe and Mart of this: part of 
the World, exceeding in its Riches, plentiful of 
alligood things, was fhaken and fhattered ,to. piecesy, 
and, funk,into,, and) covered-for the greateft part, 
by the. Sea, and. will, ina fhort time be. wholly 
eaten ,up! by, its, for few.of thofe Houfes that yet 
ftand, are left whole; and every day -we hear 
them» fall,; and the Sea daily incroaches, upon its 
we guefs, that by the falling of ‘the Houles, and 
the opening vof the Earth, and the Inundation of the 
Waterss there. are loftFifteen hundred perfons, 
and.many ofigodd note, of whom my. good Friend 
Attorney- (General \Jdufgrove, Provolt Marfhal 
Reves another, my Lord Secretary Reyes, another. 
Wille Turner, Thomas Turner's Brother is loft, Mr. 
a efeaped, but: his daoufe-mate, Mr. Watts, 
1S lotic) cusiat eek tod 

Lame, I told you, on board this Ship in order 
to come home, bur the: People are-fo importunate 
withime tooftay, I know: not what to fay, to them; 
I muft-undergo great hardfhips if 1 continue, here, 
the Country being brokeiall to pieces and diffet- 
led, I mutt:live now in a Hutt, eat Yams and Plan- 
tans for Bread, which Icould: Never endure ; déink 
Rumm-Punch and: Water,’ which: were,never plea- 


- fing'to-me. I have:writ ‘to. fend a younger per- 


fon, who may. better endure, the Fatigue of it than - 
Ican ; but if -I fhould leave them now, it would 
jook very unnatural to leave them in their diftrefs, 
and therefore whatever I fuffer, I would not have 
fuch a' blame lye at my door; and I am refolv’d, 
"That «by. xeafon of the prefent diftrefs, to conti- 
nue with) them a Year longer : They are going 
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all in. hafte to build a new Town near the Rock in 
Linna-vea, theGuardian of this Hand. The French 
from Pituguavess did attack this Ifland on the 
North fide, but were all defeated and delbroy’d, it 
being about the time of the Earthquake. 


Fune 28, 1692. 


Ver fince that fatal day, the moft terrible that 
ever J faw in my life, Ihave liv’don Board a 
Ship, for the fhakings of the Earth return every now 
and then ; Yefterday we had a very great one, but 
it feems lef$ terrible on Ship-board than on Shoar, 
yet I have ventur’d to Port-Royal no lefS than three 
times fince its defolation,among the fhattered Houfes 
to Bury the dead,and Pray with the Sick, and Chri- 
ften the-Children. Sunday laft I preached among 
them ina Tent, the Houjfes that remain being fo 
fhatter’d, that I durft not venture to, Preach in 
them ; the People are overjoy d to fee me, among 
them, and wept bitterly when I preached to them: 
I hope by this terrible Judgment, God will make 
them reform their lives, for there was not a more 
ungodly People on the Face of the Farth, It is a fad 
fight to fee all this Harbour, one of the fairelt and 
goodlieft Lever faw covered with the dead Bodies of 
People of all conditions floating up and down with- 


‘out burial, for our great and famous Burial-place, 


called the Pallifadoes was deftroyed by the Earth- 
quake, and the Sea wafhed the Carcakafles of thofe 
that were buried out of their Graves, their Tombs 
being dafhed to pieces by the Earthquake, of which 
there were hundreds-in that place: Multitudes of 
Rich Menare utterly;ruin’d, whillt many that were 
poor, .by watching opportunities, and fearching the 
wrack’d and fiimk Houfes, even almoft while the 


Earthquake lafted, and terror and amazement were » 
upon all the confiderable People, have gotten great 


Riches.. We have had Accounts from fevera 

parts of thefé Iflands of the Mifchiefs done by the 
Earthquake; from St. Anns we hear. of above 
1000 Acres of Woodland chang’d into theSea, and 
carried with it whole Plantations, but no place 
fuftered like Port Royal ; where whole Streets were 
fwallowed up by the opening Earth, and the 
Houtes’and Inhabitants went down,together, fome 
of them were driven up again by the Sea, which 
arofé in thofe breaches, and wonderfully efcaped ; 
fome were fwallowed up to the Neck, -and_ then the 
Earth fhut upon them, and {queezed them,to death 5 
and in that manner feveral are left buried with their 
Heads above ground, only fome Heads the Dogs 
have eaten, others are covered with Duft and Earth 
by the People which yet remain in the place, to a- 
void the ftench. ‘Thus I have told you a long and 
a fad Story, and God knows. what worfe may hap- 


pen. yet: the People tell me, that they,hear great 


bellowings and noifés .in the Mountains, which 
makes fome very apprehenfive of an eruption of 
Fire ; if fo, it will, L fear, be more deftructive than 
the Earthquake. 1 am) atraid to ftay, and yet I 
know not.how, in point of Confcience, at fuch a 
juncture as this, to quit my Station, 
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